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Sir: 

I, Nicole Beaulieu, declare as &llows: 

1 . I am the inventor of the subject matter descnbed and claimed in the above-identified 
patent ^plication- 

2, Prior to July 27, 2001 , 1 conceived the idea of a gaming ^paratus including a 
display unit, a value iiqjut device, and a cttntroUer coupled to the display unit and the value iiqjut 
device. The controller would include a processor and a memory. The controller would be 
programmed, as described and claimed in my patent application, to make an automated selection 
fiom among a plurality of user-sdectablc options in response to a request fiom a player, and 
according to the rules of a wagering game being played and according to a strategy to optimize 
the likelihood that the player would receive a value payout Also, prior to July 27, 2001, 1 
conceived ibe idea of gaming method wherdn, as described and claimed in my patent 
application, an automatic selection would be performed fiom among a pluraUty of user- 
selectable options in response to a request, and according to the rule of a wagering game being 
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played and accozding to a strategy to optimize the lilralihood that a player would receive a value 
payout 

3. Prior to July 27, 2001, 1 prepared a written description of my inveadon entitled 
'"Bonus Game Quidc Picl^\ The desciqjtion of my invoititni noted, amang a&ua things, that the 
"player may chose to let the machine select the bonus elements tTiiTilring that the device will 
select the elements representing the best possible outcome." The description of my invention 
also noted that my invention was oiigbally "disclosed via email" and "originally documoited" 
prior to July 27, 2001. (See attached Exhibit A). That original document was an entry 
^aragn^h 3) in my patent lab book, (Exbibit B). 

4. On April 3, 2001, die written description of my mvention was sent to Marly 
Hirsch, Esq. of Maishall, O' Toole, Gerstein, Murray and Borun (Manhall OTooIe) by Lena T. 
Van Asdale. Associate General Counsel for IGT. Ms. Van Asdale asked Mr. Hirsch "to review 
and iffqjaiB a new patent application" on my invaition- (BdiibitC). Reoeq)t of Ms. Van 
Asdale's letter of April 3, 2001 was acknowledged my Mr. Hiiaoh on April 4, 2001 . (Exhibit D). 
Also, on that date, a new matter intake fiuxn tar my invention was prepared at Marshall O' 
Toole. (Exhibit E). 

5. Subsequently, on April 16, 2001, Aaron M. Peters, an attorney at MarshaU 
O'TooIe, forwarded to me via Federal Bxpiess a copy of a sanqsle IGT patent qjplication. The 
purpose of this conospondence was to provide mc with an idea of how a patent application is 
structnned. (Exhibit F). Also, on April 16, 2001, Mr. Peters faxed to me a sample set of generic 
drawings. (Exhibit G). 

6. Thereafter, on April 30, 2001, Mr. Peters faxed to me a couple of figures which 
might be included in my patent plication. (Exhibit H). 



2 



7. On Navemha 29, 2001, Mr. Peters fbiwaided to me an inilial draft of my patent 
application, along mfh a document entitled 'Tatoit Application Review lostmctions". (Exhibit 
I). 

8. This draft was also sent to Ms, Van Asdale by Mr. Peters on December 4, 2001. 
(Exhibit!). 

9. Also, on December 4, 2001, 1 received an anail from Kimberly A. DiMino of 
IGT, requesting that I mark my comments diiecfly on the draft appHcation and then send it back 
to Ms. Van Asdale and to Ms. DiMino. for forwaxding to outside counsel (Exhibit K). 

10. On December S, 2001, 1 replied to Ms. DiMino's email, indicating that I would do 
my best to review the draft plication over the weekend. (Exhibit L). 

1 1. Subsequently, on December 19, 2001, 1 replied to another email ftom Ms. 
DiMino, indicating that I would review the initial draft of the plication over the upcoming fbur 
day weekend. (BdnbitM). 

12. On December 21. 2001, Ms. Van Asdale asked Mr. Peters fi>r another copy of the 
draft application which was sent to me on November 29, 2001 . (Exhibit N). 

13. In response, a copy of the draft 2^1ication was forwarded to Ms. Van Asdale by 
Afr. Peters on December 27, 2001. (Exhibit O). 

14. Thereafter, 1 discussed the draft application with Mr. Peters on January 4, 2002, 
At ibat time, Mr. Peters indicated that he would revise the draft {plication based on my 
commmts. (Exhibit P). 

15. On January 8, 2002, a revised draft of my patent q)plication was sent to me by 
Mr. Peters. (Exhibit Q). 

16. Also, on that date, Mr. Peters forwarded to me an Assignment and Declaration for 
my patent application. (Exhibit R), 
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17. Oa January 14, 2002, Mr. Hirscli aiiparantly sent a letter to Ms. Van Asdale, 
noting that a first draft of my patent application had been prepared and asking whether an 
Australian or PCT application should be filed prior to April 1, 2002. (Exhibit S). 

18. On January 16, 2002, 1 received an email fiom Ms. DiNfino asking whether I 
could come by and execute the fbxxnal p^ers for my patent qiplication. (Exhibit T). 

19. On January 17, 2002, 1 replied to Ms. DiMino's email staling that I would come 
by to execute the fianoMapqierB after I had again qjoken with Mr. Peters. (Exhibit U). 

20. On January 18, 2002, Mr. Peters ferwaided to Ms. DiMino via Federal Express an 
Assipmient fi>r my patent ^plication statmg "that were are preparing to file a PCT Application 
based on the above-ieferenced U,S. Patent Application prior to i^l 1, 2002. . .." (Exhibit V). 

21 . The executed otigmal Declaration and Assigmnent formy patent application was 
sent by Federal Express to Mr, Peters on February 1, 2002. (Exhibit W). 

22. Thereafter, my application was filed in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on 
February 1 1 . 2002. A copy of the filed appHcation and formal papecs were sent by Mr. Peters to 
Ms. Van Asdale and Ms. DiMino on February 12, 2002. (Exhibit X). 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on informatian and belief are believed to be true. I fiuthffl: declare that these 
statements are made with the knowledge that willful fiOse statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both (under Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States 
Code), and that such wiUfid felse statements may jeopardize flie validity of the ^plication or any 
patent issued thereon. 




